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Welcome!
We are pleased that our mindmap "Climate Justice" inspires you to discuss or deepen 
the topic in your educational work. Below you will find information about the mind map, 
links to background material and a short glossary explaining central terms of the 
material.
We hope you will have a lot of exciting exchange around the topic, and we look forward to 
hear about your experiences with our mindmap "Climate Justice".
„Bildung trifft Entwicklung“ („Education meets Development“ programme) Baden-
Württemberg

"Climate justice" questions existing social inequalities, colonial continuities, and globalized 
ways of life that lack solidarity. Societies that cause most of climate change, struggle less 
with the destructive effects on people and nature. In contrast, those people who contribute 
least to climate change, will continue to suffer the most in the future. South African climate 
justice activists show with the "Climate Justice Charter": Where do we need to take action 
to achieve deep and just change?

2.1. Background
The Climate Justice Charter emerges out of six years of campaigning, which was 
conducted by the „South African Food Sovereignty Campaign“ and the „Cooperative and 
Policy Alternative Centre“ during the worst drought in South
Africa’s history. The charter draws on input from water-stressed
communities, media, labour unions, faith based communities,
youth, climate scientists, academics, women’s organisations,
environmental and social justice organisations, as well as 
impulses from leading activists in South Africa. A conference held
in November 2019 consolidated a draft which was then placed
online for public commenting. A final round of public input was provided at a Climate 
Justice Assembly held on 16 June 2020. The document is the outcome of this process of 
dialogue and climate justice resistance. The charter is available in the following languages:
English, isiZulu, Afrikaans, Sesotho, isiXhosa, Sepedi, Ndebele, Tsonga, Siswati, Venda 
and Setswana: https://cjcm.org.za/

2.2. Principles for Deep Just Transitions
Every community, every village, every town, every city and every workplace has to drive 
the deep just transition, to ensure socio-ecological transformation. The following principles 
shall guide the alternatives, plans and processes towards a deep just transition in our 
society:

1 Climate justice: Those least responsible must not be harmed or carry the cost of 
climate impacts. Hence the needs of workers, the poor, the landless, people with 
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disabilities, women, children and vulnerable communities have to be at the centre of the 
deep just transition. The benefits of socio-ecological transformation must be shared 
equally.

2 Social justice: Climate justice is social justice. All forms of discrimination and 
oppression relating to race, class, gender, sex and age need to be combatted, to secure 
climate and social justice.

3 Eco-centric living: To live simply, slowly and consciously, in an eco-centric way 
of life, which recognises the sanctity of all life forms and our inter-connections, and which 
enables an ethics of respect and care.

4 Participatory democracy: All climate policies and all policies for deep just 
transition must be based on the voices, consent and needs of all people, especially those 
facing harm.

5 Socialised ownership: In workplaces and communities, people’s power must 
express itself through democratic control and ownership, including through democratic 
public utilities, cooperatives, commoning, communal ownership and participatory planning.
This includes also participatory budgeting in towns and cities, to ensure collective 
management of the life enabling commons and systems.

6 International solidarity: Everyone’s struggle is a shared struggle to sustain life. 
In the context of worsening climate shocks, international solidarity is central to the deep 
just transition, as it serves to unite all who are fighting for emancipation and for a post 
carbon world.

7 Decoloniality: Colonial, neo-colonial and imperial domination are driving us 
towards extinction. This is based on the worship of extractivism, technology, finance, 
violence and markets. We will actively disconnect from this system, by affirming an 
emancipatory relationship between humans and with non-human nature, rooted in our 
history, culture, knowledge and the general struggle of the oppressed on planet earth.

8 Intergenerational justice: To care for our planetary commons and ecosystems is
crucial for intergenerational justice; to secure a future for our children, youth and those not 
yet born.
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BIPoC (Black, Indigenous and People of Color)
BIPoC stands for Black, Indigenous and People of Color. The term is a self-designation of
people  with  the  experience  of  racial  discrimination.  (Quix,  2016:
https://www.quixkollektiv.org/glossar) 

Commons
Commons are collectively produced, maintained or used resources and products. These 
can be divided into three components:
(1) Resources or products that are produced, maintained or used collectively, e.g. bodies 
of water, soil, spaces, software, seeds, cars, means of production.
(2) The community of people who produce, maintain or use the commons, are an 
important component.
(3) Finally, this also includes rules of self-organising that the community defines and 
enforces for dealing with the commons. (Das Commons-Institut 2021: [https://commons-
institut.org/was-sind-commons])

Gender
In contrast to German, English distinguishes between sex (biological sex) and gender 
(social sex). Gender refers to the subjective assignment of a person, i.e. whether the 
person sees themselves as male, female or something else. Gender also includes the 
social attributions and expectations that are placed on the body which is read as female or 
male. (Quix 2016: [https://www.quixkollektiv.org/glossar])

Food sovereignty
• „Food sovereignty is the right of peoples to healthy and culturally appropriate food 

produced through sustainable methods and their right to define their own food and 
agriculture systems. It prioritises local food production and consumption, giving a 
country the right to protect its local producers from cheap imports and to control its 
production.

• It includes the struggle for land and genuine agrarian reform that ensures that the 
rights to use and manage lands, territories, water, seeds, livestock and biodiversity 
are in the hands of those who produce food and not of the corporate sector.“ (La Via
Campesina 2021: https://viacampesina.org/en/international-peasants-voice/)

Classism
Discrimination or disadvantage due to belonging to a specific class, based on economic 
and social origin and position. (Quix 2016: [https://www.quixkollektiv.org/glossar])

Climate refugees
• Climate change increasingly is a factor for displacement and migration. This may 

happen because of a particular catastrophic event, such as a hurricane or a flash 
flood, but also due to cumulative effects  e.g. of drought or sea-level rise, that 
gradually make an area uninhabitable and force entire communities to relocate.
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• The majority of people who become displaced, whether climate-induced or not, 
remain in their own country, but a number will cross international borders. This 
number is likely to increase when climate change impacts on entire regions and 
ecosystems.

• Climate-induced  migration  takes  place  disproportionately  in  low-income  
countries and intersects with and accelerates many other causes for displacement. 
It is shaped by the systemic  injustice  that  creates  situations  of  vulnerability,  
violence, precarity  and weak social structures, which force people to leave their 
homes. (TNI 2021: Global Climate Wall: [https://www.tni.org/files/publication-
downloads/global-climate-wall-report-tni-web-resolution.pdf])

Colonial continuities
The colonial era continues to have an impact up to the present day. Even today, countries 
of the Global South, e.g. Ghana, Bolivia etc., are indirectly exploited by countries of the 
Global North, e.g. Germany, France etc.. “A still present example are the so-called 
Economic Partnership Agreements. They aim to preserve the historically established 
status quo. Incidentally, the roots of man-made climate change, which particularly affects 
the Global South and increasingly promotes a lack of prospects and accellerates migration
pressure, also go back to colonial times.“ (Serge Palasie 2020: [https://www.eu-afrika-
blog.de/koloniale-kontinuitaten-uberwinden/], translation by EPiZ)

Lifestyle in/without solidarity
A way of life based on solidarity aims to recognise the fundamental vulnerability of human 
and extra-human life, and to create new forms of living together that are not based on the 
disadvantage of many or even some people, and the social relations of nature. (Brand & 
Wissen 2017: Imperiale Lebensweise: Zur Ausbeutung von Mensch und Natur im globalen
Kapitalismus, p. 179).

Racism
Racism describes all ways of thinking and speaking, attitudes and actions that discriminate
people based on the biological and/or cultural characteristics attributed to them and/or 
their supposed origin. Following Grada Kilomba, racism can be understood as a process 
that consists of three building blocks: 
1.) Construction of difference. Here, people who are perceived as 'different' are 
constructed as 'other' by those people who have the power to set themselves as the norm.
2.) These differences are rated hierarchically.
3.) These processes, also known as prejudice, are ultimately accompanied by historical, 
political, social and economic power. The combination of prejudice and power thus shapes
racism. (Quix 2016: [https://www.quixkollektiv.org/glossar]).

Sufficiency
Sufficiency is one of the basic principles of the solidarity-based way of life. Instead of 
relying on the logic of growth and efficiency, it supports a state in which all people can 
have enough for a Good Life, without having to or wanting to improve it. This happens 
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through a different perspective on possessions and less use of resources, through sharing,
recycling or renunciation. (I.L.A.Kollektiv 2019: Das Gute Leben für Alle, p. 106)

Socio-ecological transformation
“Socio-ecological transformation refers to the process of change towards a Good Life in 
solidarity for all. It involves a radical transformation of the global way of life and production 
as well as political institutions, values and the relationship of people with nature/ the 
environment.“ (I.L.A.Kollektiv 2019: Das Gute Leben für Alle, p. 106, translated by EPiZ)

Vulnerability
Climate-vulnerability is an assessment of the vulnerability of systems to climate change. It 
describes the extent to which systems or people in a region are exposed to the adverse 
effects of climate change. Three characteristics of vulnerability are particularly crucial: 
adaptive capacity, sensitivity and exposure to the impacts of climate change. Adaptive 
capacity describes the ability of a community to adapt to local conditions, e.g. through 
resilient infrastructure. Sensitivity and exposure, on the other hand, refer to economic and 
geographical elements that a community needs to cope with to handle the impacts of 
climate change. Two main categories are distinguished: economic vulnerability (lack of 
financial resources) and geographic vulnerability (places most affected by climate change, 
e.g. due to sea level rise) (IPCC (2007): 
[https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/08/IPCC2007-SYR-german.pdf] and 
visualized in the carbonmap).

Time prosperity
So far, there is no consistent definition of time prosperity. Thus, it means for…

• Friederike Habermann: “the freedom to live the way we want to. Accordingly, 
temporal prosperity describes a state in which people can make self-determined 
decisions about their time and life. 

• Niko Paech writes about time prosperity as liberation from the burden of material 
prosperity. According to him, a changed, sustainable lifestyle not only contributes to 
solving the ecological problems of our time, but at the same time leads to tangible 
time prosperity.

• The sociologist Hartmut Rosa, in turn, describes time prosperity as a state that 
occurs when people have more time than is necessary to complete their duties. So 
the more time we have left after working through our to-do lists, the more time 
prosperity we enjoy.“ (Konzeptwerk neue Ökonomie 2014: Zeitwohlstand - Wie wir 
anders arbeiten, nachhaltig wirtschaften und besser leben, p.9, translated by EPiZ)
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